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On behalf of the Canadian Global Exploration Forum, I welcome all the 
delegates to our Annual CGEF Conference.  We have changed our format, 
dates and venue  to accommodate the numerous international delegations 
visiting Calgary for the Global Petroleum Show (GPS), and to offer a better 
opportunity for Oil and Gas exploration and production companies to 

connect at Canada’s largest oil show.

In keeping with our Mission, this year CGEF has organized a conference focused on the 
changing landscape of international E&P highlighting where experience, opportunity 
and financial markets combined will reinvigorate international E&P industry. 

The CGEF Directors and Advisors have worked tirelessly to make this conference a 
success. Special recognition is owed the Conference Committee, who delivered this 
conference by June 11, 2018 to be in time for GPS.   The Conference Committee, has 
organized both an amazing one day CGEF Conference, and worked with GPS to deliver 
an outstanding 2.5 day International Country Market event; hosting high level delegates 
with opportunities from around globe.  In addition, CGEF is hosting the Clean Tech 
pavilion to promote new innovations for our industry. 

CGEF Sponsors are essential to this event, adding incredible value, expertise, and a 
wide range of international experience in support of CGEF’s objectives to promote our 
Canadian industry to the globe.  In addition, I thank our event planner dmg Events for 
their support.   

The past four years has been a challenge for the oil and gas industry, yet we are seeing 
a light at the end of the tunnel, with oil prices currently hovering between $60 - $70/
bbl, and demand steadily increasing.  Doors are opening to numerous opportunities, 
companies are once again positioning for growth, and expanding into new areas; not 
only to test new technology but to promote and embrace renewable energy sources 
and utilize Clean Technologies

Financing for our international E&P companies continues to be a challenge. On a 
positive note, it is getting easier now to justify exploration and development in areas 
that were not economical a few years ago.  There are many advantages for companies 
to seek international opportunities as they are not faced with some of the challenges 
in our domestic industry, although, operating in other countries comes with different 
challenges, requiring patience and hard work to navigate the political and cultural 
differences which usually results in success.  Canada continues to bring its expertise 
in anticorruption laws, setting precedent on how we operate in other countries, along 
with regulatory excellence and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). 

WELCOME
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7:30 am - 8:00 AM Registration & Hot Breakfast

8:00 am - 8:10 am Welcome Address: 
Marty Wittstrom, Conference Chair – CGEF

8:10 am - 8:30 am Opening Keynote: E&P in Africa & Middle East 2019-2020: Challenges & Opportunities 
Emma Woodward – Drilling Info

8:30 am - 8:40 am Q&A
Download the APP at www.sli.do to submit your questions

8:40 am - 10:00 am Session I: Global Dynamics; State of the Industry 
Moderator: Josef Schachter, President – Schachter Energy Research Services Inc.  

Use of alternative energy sources is proliferating, but what is the real impact on the global oil and gas 
market? How key is replacing declining conventional resources which still supply 90% of the world’s oil 
and how is left to find the new supplies to fill the gaps?

8:40 am - 9:10 am The New Energy Bull Market: February 2016 to 2024+
Josef Schachter, President – Schachter Energy Research Services Inc. 

9:10 am - 9:30 am Global Dynamics:  Trends In and Out of Canada 
Sean Korney, Partner – Burnet, Duckworth & Palmer LLC 

Carolyn Wright, Partner – Burnet, Duckworth & Palmer LLP

9:30 am - 10:00 am Curtis Evert, Vice President, Exploration – Sherritt International

Download the APP at www.sli.do to submit your questions

10:00 am - 10:30 am Networking Break
Please visit our valued Sponsors.

10:30 am - 12:15 pm Session II: Europe & Middle East / North Africa (MENA) 

Moderator: Mike Lakin, Founder & Managing Director - Envoi Ltd. 

From the North Sea to the Middle East both onshore and offshore plays are being explored by E&P 
companies exploiting different niches that match experience and size with available opportunities.  
What role are small- to mid-cap companies playing in finding new reserves and recovering incremental 
oil from existing fields?

In Africa, whether North, South, East or West, the many significant discoveries in Africa continue to 
provide opportunities and attractive regulatory and fiscal regimes for E&P companies.  What do experts 
have to say about where, when and what kind of activity is on the horizon and its impact on reshaping 
the E&P landscape in the coming years?

10:30 am - 10:50 am Overview & Status of E&P in the European & African Time Zones - What is Hot, and What Should Be?
Mike Lakin, Founder & Managing Director - Envoi Limited

10:50 am - 11:10 am Opportunities to Find and Fund Production Acquisition in Europe & Africa to Support and Sustain 
Future Exploration 
Annemiek Asschert, Geoscientist - EBN (Netherlands)

11:10 am - 11:30 am Southeast Europe – E&P Opportunities for Oil Companies Fleeing Low Canadian Prices and High Risk
George Kovacic, President - Croscorp Intl.

11:30 am - 11:50 am African Potential: Politics & Economics Vs Prospectivity & Limiting Factors to Finding Gas
Tom Feuchtwanger, President at XploreNow Inc. & Co-Founder of CanAfrica Resource Consultant

Monday, June 10, 2019
TIME TO GO GLOBAL: Outlook and Opportunities for International E&P

CONFERENCE AGENDA



5

11:50 am - 12:15 am Attracting International Capital: Why E&P Companies are Looking to London’s Different Markets  
Nick Davis, Chief Executive - MemeryCrystal 

Sarah Baker, Head of North American Strategic Engagement - London Stock Exchange Group

12:15 pm Welcome Remarks: 
Ailish Campbell, Chief Trade Commissioner of Canada & Assistant Deputy Minister - Global Affairs Canada

12:15 pm – 1:15 pm Networking Luncheon
Featuring “The Geology of Beer” with Jürgen Kraus, CGEF Director

1:15 pm - 1:35 pm Keynote Presentation:
Go South: Assessing the Exciting Growth Opportunities in US Permian and Latin America
Mark Oberstoetter, Research Director – Wood Mackenzie

1:35 pm – 3:00 pm Session III: The USA E&P Experience – Entry, Exploitation and Education
Moderator: Chad Lemke, Vice President, Global Evaluations – GLJ Petroleum Consultants

Development of shale oil resources in the US has allowed it to become a net oil exporter for the first 
time in seventy years.  But the super basin plays are leased up and entry costs are high, making entry 
into known sweet spots difficult.  So, what next for US unconventional and conventional plays?  What is 
being overlooked? What’s next for the US onshore or offshore for small- and mid-cap companies 

1:35 pm - 1:55 pm Elmira Aliakbari, Associate Director, Natural Resource Studies – Fraser Institute

1:55 pm - 2:15 pm Audrey Mascarenhas, President & CEO – Questor Technology

2:15 pm - 2:35 pm U.S. and Global Deal and Financing Trends
Bemal Mehta, Senior VP- Energy Intelligence and COO, Evaluate Energy - JWN 

2:35 pm – 3:00 pm Q & A
Download the APP at www.sli.do to submit your questions

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm Networking Break 
Please visit our valued Sponsors

3:30 pm – 4:50 pm Session IV: Latin America - A Favourable Region for Canadian Companies
Moderator: Diane Edmond, Advisor - CGEF   

Latin America is heating up again with new investments flowing to Brazil, Mexico, Ecuador, Guyana and 
Suriname, while Colombia and Peru continue to be steady performers.  Are the market conditions and 
host governments able to keep the momentum going in Latin America?

3:30 pm - 3:50 pm Latin America Overview – What You Need to Know
Vladimir Iglesias, Manager, Latin America - Sproule

3:50 pm - 4:10 pm Manuel Buitrago, President & Country Manager, Mexico - Gran Tierra Energy

4:10 pm- 4:30 pm Luis Miguel Morelli, President - Agencia Nacional de Hidrocarburos (ANH - Colombia)

4:30 pm - 4:50 pm Brazil: Scenario and Opportunities
Dirceu Amorelli, Director - Agência Nacional do Petróleo, Gás Natural e Biocombustíveis (ANP - Brazil)

4:50 pm – 5:10 pm Open Acreage in Peru  
Seferino Yesquén León, Chairman – Perupetro

5:10 pm - 5:20 pm Elsewhere in Latin America
João Vicente de Carvalho Vieira, Former Head of Brazil Secretariat for Oil, Gas and Biofuels— Ministry 
of Mines and Energy (Brazil)

5:20 pm - 5:30 pm Closing Remarks:  
Marty Wittstrom, Conference Chair - CGEF

5:30 pm – 7:30 pm Networking Reception: Kick Off to Global Petroleum Show

CONFERENCE AGENDA

*Program and Speakers Subject to change
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COMMITTEESPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Marty Wittstrom, CGEF Director and Conference Chair
Marty is a CGEF Director and professional geoscientist with over 35 years of E&P experience. He has held 
numerous technical and management leadership positions responsible for significant exploration and field 
development projects involving North American and international assets and has written extensively on 
exploration plays, reservoir management, business optimization, and technology applications. He has been 
a thought leader in exploration and reservoir management, and has developed Centers of Excellence for 
reservoir characterization, exploration portfolio analysis and G&G training. He has previously held positions 
as South America Business Unit Manager for Niko Resources, VP of International Exploration for Reliance 
Industries, VP of North America Business Development for the Information Store, and also enjoyed a 26-
year career with Chevron that covered all US onshore basins. Marty has been and continues to be an active 
volunteer with many oil and gas associations. He is currently president of his own consulting company,

Emma Woodward, Regional Manager – West, East & Southern Africa - Drilling Info
Emma Woodward graduated from the University of Cambridge in 2012 with a BA in Natural Sciences and an 
MSci in Geological Sciences. She has been working at DrillingInfo since June 2013, mainly focusing on the West 
Africa region. She is currently the Regional Manager for Africa & Middle East. Prior to working at DrillingInfo, 
Emma completed a petroleum geology internship at BP.

Josef Schachter, President - Schachter Energy Research Services Inc.
As a 40-year veteran of the Canadian Investment Management Industry, Josef Schachter has experienced 
several exceptional and turbulent global economic and stock market cycles.  With his primary focus on the 
Energy Sector, Josef is able to weave global political, economic and monetary issues with current energy data 
into a compelling story of what’s going on in the sector, what is to come, and why. In 2017 Josef recognized the 
signs of the recent and pervasive Energy Bear Market coming to a turbulent end, and the beginning of a new 
Energy Bear Market emerging in mid-2018.  He left the Institutional Investor arena to author The Schachter 
Energy Report to assist active, individual investors through the turmoil   of the shifting cycle in the energy 
sector. Josef also consults and delivers presentations to various boards, companies and organizations. Josef is 
a regular TV and Radio commentator, speaker, and noted Oil & Gas analyst.

Sean Korney, Partner – Burnet, Duckworth & Palmer LLC
Sean is a lawyer with 25 years experience in the energy industry.  He has lived and worked in Calgary, Venezuela, 
Singapore and Dubai.  Sean has advised companies and government on transactions in dozens of countries 
in the Americas, Africa, Asia, the Middle East and the FSU.  He is recognized by a number of legal guidebooks 
for providing excellent service to his clients in all facets of the energy industry.

Carolyn Wright, Partner – Burnet, Duckworth & Palmer LLC
Carolyn is a lawyer with 15 years experience in the energy industry.  She is a native Calgarian and has lived 
and worked in Calgary for her legal career, witnessing the ups and downs of the energy business.  Carolyn 
has advised companies and government entities on transactions in respect of upstream, midstream and 
downstream aspects of the energy business, in addition to royalty transactions, renewable projects and 
projects with First Nations in the energy space.  She is recognized by a number of legal guidebooks for 
providing excellent service to her clients in the energy industry.

Curtis Evert, Vice President, Exploration – Sherritt International
Curtis Evert was born and raised on a 1905 Century Family Farm in Southeast Saskatchewan, Canada. He 
graduated with a B.Sc.Advanced in Geological Sciences from the University of Saskatchewan in 1984 and 
began his career in the oil and gas industry in 1985. He has worked for several companies during the past 
30 years, focusing his efforts on petroleum and natural gas exploration and production. His early career was 
spent working on projects in Canada, including Alberta, BC, Saskatchewan and Newfoundland. During the 
past 16 years, Curtis has focused on international ventures including projects in Cuba, Spain, Argentina, West 
and North Africa, Turkey, Pakistan, Brazil, United Kingdom and the South China Sea. Curtis is currently Vice 
President, Exploration for Sherritt International Oil & Gas and Power. Curtis is also the co-founder and Past 
President of the Canadian Global Exploration Forum.
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MEMBERSHIPSPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Mike Lakin, Founder and Managing Director – Envoi Limited
A geology graduate from Cardiff University, Mike worked for independent oil and gas companies involved in 
the UK, Europe and West Africa. From 1989, Mike joined Petresearch as a geologist specializing in international 
third party project marketing activities, became the group General Manager, until leaving to establish Envoi 
Limited at the end of 1999 with whom he remains MD.

Annemiek Asschert, Geoscientist – EBN
Annemiek Asschert graduated in 2007 from Utrecht University and received a MSc in Earth Sciences. She 
started her working career at Fugro. After 4 years with Fugro, Annemiek started working for EBN, the Dutch 
State participant in oil and gas as a geoscientist, where she is still working today. She is now part of the 
exploration team as a geoscientist and deputy programme manager exploration. The exploration team within 
EBN focusses on finding new gas in the Dutch Offshore.

George Kovacic, President - Croscorp International
George Kovacic is an energy expert specializing in market entry, above-ground risk minimization and investment 
attraction particularly for Southeast Europe and Canada.   His clients include oil companies, drilling, seismic 
and oilfield service contractors.  George also advises hydrocarbon agencies and ministries and has played a 
leading role in the launching of hydrocarbon license rounds and the establishment of successful fiscal and 
regulatory hydrocarbon regimes.   His work has opened new markets to oil company investment and has 
generated over a half of a billion dollars in contracts for his clients.  George has an MBA High Honors from the 
Université Libre de Bruxelles (Solvay Business School) in Brussels, Belgium and a BA from the University of 
Alberta in Edmonton, Canada.

Tom Feuchtwanger, President at XploreNow Inc. & Co-Founder of CanAfrica Resource 
Consultants
Thomas Feuchtwanger began his exploration career as a mineral exploration geologist in his native Southern 
Africa. In 1979 Thomas immigrated to Canada where he worked for 12 years at Gulf Canada Resources Inc. Here 
he earned positions of increasing responsibility including Chief Geologist, Exploration Manager for Western 
Canada, and Business Unit manager for Gulf’s non-operated tertiary EOR production. In 1992, Thomas was 
appointed VP Expl. at CS Resources, a Western Canadian junior heavy oil producer. CS Resources pioneered 
the applications of many technical innovations and reservoir development technologies such as horizontal 
drilling and SAGD. Subsequent to CS being acquired in 1997, Thomas worked in senior executive positions in a 
number of junior international and Canadian companies including; President, CEO, Director Largo Petroleum 
Inc., VP Expl. Encounter Energy Inc., Business Manager and New Ventures IFPT Canada Inc., President, COO, 
Director Vecta Energy Inc. and President, CEO, Director PetroMaroc Corporation Plc.  

Nick Davis, Chief Executive – MemeryCrystal
Nick is the CEO and a Corporate partner at UK law firm Memery Crystal. He heads the firm’s Natural Resources 
Sector Group and has been recognised by Chambers UK as a Band 2 lawyer for AIM and a Band 4 lawyer 
for Energy & Natural Resources: Mining, both rankings he has held for a number of years. Nick specialises in 
corporate transactions, including flotations of companies both on AIM and the Main Market. Nick has experience 
in acting for companies, nominated advisors and brokers and has advised on primary and secondary listings 
for many overseas companies. Nick advises on acquisitions and disposals of public and private companies as 
well as on cross-border transactions. He has particular expertise in the oil and gas sector with Gulf Keystone, 
Green Dragon Gas and Rose Petroleum being a few of his recent clients.
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Sarah Baker, Head of North American Strategic Engagement - London Stock Exchange Group
Sarah Baker has been Head of North American Strategic Engagement at the London Stock Exchange Group 
(LSEG) since March 2016, based in New York. Sarah works with North American organisations interested in 
listing in London and helps to drive LSEG’s strategic development across the region. Sarah previously served 
as the LSEG’s Head of International Government Relations, based in London and first joined the LSEG in 2010. 
Between 2008 and 2010, Sarah worked for the UK Conservative Party as Head of Briefing for the Rt Hon David 
Cameron MP as Leader of the Opposition, then as Prime Minister. Between 2007 and 2008, Sarah was a Senior 
Researcher to the Rt Hon Theresa May MP. She has also worked as a Parliamentary Select Committee reporter, 
and for Independent Diplomat - a foreign policy focused NGO. Sarah holds a first-class degree in Politics and 
International Relations from the University of Manchester, and a Masters degree from King’s College London. 
In 2016, she was named as one of Management Today’s 35 Under 35 businesswomen, and was shortlisted for 
the UK’s Women of the Future Awards. She is an Associate Fellow of the Royal Commonwealth Society.

Mark Oberstoetter, Research Director - Wood Mackenzie
Mark heads up the Alaska, Canada and Gulf of Mexico upstream research teams of Wood Mackenzie. Wood 
Mackenzie provides granular commercial analysis on the fields, plays and exploration trends across the world. 
Mark’s team is tasked with covering and providing data-based thought leadership insights on the North 
America region and putting those regional stories in context with our global views on industry and markets. 
Mark has Masters in Finance and Bachelors in Accounting from the Texas A&M University and has previous 
experience with investment banking, a hedge fund and public accounting. He has been working at Wood 
Mackenzie since 2009.

Chad Lemke, Vice President, Corporate Evaluations at GLJ Petroleum Consultants
Chad Lemke joined GLJ in 2004 and is responsible for client corporate evaluations, as well as evaluations 
for disposition and acquisition purposes. His expertise includes domestic and international reservoir studies, 
corporate reserve evaluations, resource assessments and expert witness testimony. Mr. Lemke has extensive 
experience evaluating unconventional and shale resources around the world, including the Duvernay, Utica, 
and Vaca Muerta.

Elmira Aliakbari, Associate Director, Natural Resource Studies - Fraser Institute
Elmira Aliakbari is Associate Director of Natural Resource Studies at the Fraser Institute. She received a Ph.D. 
in Economics from the University of Guelph, and M.A. and B.S. degrees in Economics, both from the University 
of Tehran in Iran. She has studied public policy involving energy and the environment for nearly eight years. 
Prior to joining the Fraser Institute, Ms. Aliakbari was Director of Research, Energy, Ecology and Prosperity 
with the Frontier Center for Public Policy. She has presented her work at many academic conferences and 
has been published in the prestigious academic journal Energy Economics. Ms. Aliakbari’s research has been 
discussed in prominent media outlets including the Wall Street Journal, and her commentaries have appeared 
in major Canadian and American newspapers such as the Globe and Mail, Washington Times, National Post, 
and Financial Post.

Audrey Mascarenhas, President & CEO - Questor Technology
Audrey Mascarenhas has worked in energy for over 35 years with Gulf Canada Resources Ltd. and Questor 
Technology Inc. She is a fellow of the Canadian Academy of Engineers. Audrey served as a distinguished 
lecturer with the Society of Petroleum Engineers in 2010/2011. She is a member of the Schulich Industry 
Engineering Advisory Council and currently chairs the Canadian federal government clean technology 
strategy table. Audrey was the recipient of the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year 2011 Prairies Award 
for Cleantech and Environmental Services and received a national citation for Values-Based Innovation. She 
was chosen by Business in Calgary as a 2014 Leaders of Tomorrow, is a 2014 Board Diversity 50 cohort and 
one of Canada’s 2017 Clean50.  Audrey is a fellow of the Energy Futures Lab, co-chairs the Governor General’s 
Innovation Awards assessment committee and Questor was recently recognized by the Cleantech Innovation 
exchange (CIX) as one of the Top 10 Most Innovative Cleantech Canadian Companies.
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Bemal Mehta, Senior Vice President, Energy Intelligence - JWN Energy Group
Senior Vice President – Energy Intelligence of JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group (JWN), leads the group’s 
efforts in the areas of business intelligence and strategic insight for the energy industry.   He brings a breadth 
of experience in the areas of business strategy and operational excellence.   Bemal is a professional engineer 
with a B.Sc. and a M.Sc. in Chemical Engineering from the University of Alberta and a MBA from Queen’s 
University.

Diane Emond, CGEF Advisor
Diane is a successful international geologist with over 25 years of diverse experience in exploration, development 
and A&D activities in Canada, Central and Eastern Europe, North Africa and South America. She has delivered 
exploration and development programs for both carbonate and clastic reservoirs in a range of structural 
settings while working at Imperial Oil, CNRL, Vermilion, NAL, Winstar Resources, Petrominerales, and Pacific 
E&P. She is currently working as New Ventures Geologist for Bankers Petroleum. She graduated with a B.Sc. 
in Geology from Acadia University and obtained an M.Sc. in Hydrogeology from the University of Alberta She 
is an active member of several professional organizations such as APEGA, CSPG, AAPG, and CGEF. She is 
currently sitting on the Board of Directors as an advisor at CGEF.

Vladimir Iglesias, Manager, Latin America – Sproule
Vladimir has been a Sproule professional since 2015. Currently, he manages the Latin America region and 
is responsible for client engagement and project work in the region. He has over 20 years of experience in 
the oil and gas industry, including 10 years in reserves and resource evaluations, production forecasting, and 
economic analyses. Vladimir has experience in the Western Canadian Sedimentary Basin as well as in various 
basins around the world, namely the North Sea, Asia Pacific, and Africa. He has worked on complex onshore 
and offshore projects and has expertise in heavy oil CHOPS in Canada and Latin America. Vladimir is fluent 
in Spanish and Russian. In his work with Sproule, Vladimir is responsible for Project oversight and technical 
quality; Identifying client needs and workings with clients to tailor projects and scope to ensure deliverables 
meet objectives; Developing business opportunities and working in a consultative manner to address client 
challenges.

Manuel Buitrago, President & Country Manager, Colombia - Gran Tierra Energy
Mr. Buitrago has +16 years of experience in a broad range of international corporate finance roles working 
for publicly listed companies. Mr. Buitrago previously was the Senior Finance Manager for Gran Tierra Energy 
Colombia, responsible of all finance functions and supporting new business opportunities and post M&A 
integration. Previously he was the CFO of PetroTiger from 2010 to 2014, period in which he oversaw group 
integration, structured debt facility and implemented financial reporting and internal controls. From 2008 to 
2010 he was Head of Finance for MPX and OGX entities working in Colombia and Brazil, in charge of setting 
up such entities in country. He held numerous positions at Occidental Petroleum (OXY) in Colombia from 2003 
to 2008 and prior to that in the United Kingdom and Europe working for BP from 1999 to 2001. Mr. Buitrago 
has a Bachelor in Business Administration, with a major in International Business from Schiller International 
University and holds a Master of International Accounting from University Javeriana in Colombia, as well as 
further post graduate studies from the London School of Economics, the University of Chicago Booth School 
of Business, and Thunderbird University. 

Luis Miguel Morelli, President - Agencia Nacional de Hidrocarburos (ANH - Colombia)
Luis Miguel Morelli is an Attorney at Law from Universidad Externado de Colombia; Master of Comparative 
Jurisprudence (MCJ) from New York University; and studies in Macroeconomic Policy and Planning from 
Northeastern University (Boston). He has 25 + years of experience in the Oil & Gas Sector with Ecopetrol, Oxy 
and Canadian companies. He was the Governor of Norte de Santander State (Colombia) 2004-2008.
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Dirceu Amorelli, Director - Agência Nacional do Petróleo, Gás Natural e Biocombustíveis 
(ANP - Brazil)
Dirceu Amorelli is Brazil’s federal administration servant, approved through 2005 public tender for the position 
of Specialist in Regulation of Oil, Gas and Biofuels at the National Agency of Petroleum, Natural Gas and 
Biofuels (ANP). In November 2017 he was approved by the plenary of Senate to compose ANP Board. As 
Director of ANP he manages the Superintendences of Promotion of Bids, of Development and Production, of 
Supply Inspection, and of the Inspection Nucleus of Oil and Natural Gas. He previously acted as Superintendent 
of Exploration (upstream), Technical Data (upstream), and of Supply (downstream). In the private sector, 
served as logistics executive for large multinational corporations, including Logística and Americas’ Beverage 
Company (AMBEV). Author and coauthor of published works and technical papers in the fields of Engineering 
and Energy Planning.

Seferino Yesquén León - Chairman, Perupetro
<bio to come>

João Vicente de Carvalho Vieira, Former Secretary of Petroleum & Natural Gas - Ministry 
of Mines and Energy, Brazil
João Vieira has over 20 years’ experience in the oil & gas industry spent both in Brazil and internationally. 
Throughout his career João has held numerous technical and management positions for both private and 
public institutions. Until January this year, João spent a period of 2 years with the Ministry of Mines and Energy 
of Brazil having held the positions of Head of the Secretariat for Oil, Gas and Biofuels and Director of the E&P 
Policy Department. Prior, João had a 10 years tenure with Schlumberger in global roles, applying his technical, 
commercial and managerial skills to positions in the USA, the UAE, Malaysia and Ecuador. This period was 
preceded by 6 years working as a petroleum economist for Gaffney, Cline & Associates and a 2 years span 
with the ANP (Brazil’s O&G Regulatory Agency). João has substantive expertise in asset evaluation, contract 
negotiations, reserves certifications, institutional relations, business development and public policy. He holds 
an Executive MBA degree from Krannert School of Management at Purdue University in Indiana-USA. He also 
holds an M.Sc. in Industrial Engineering from COPPE at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), and a 
Geology undergraduate degree with Geophysics Specialization also from the UFRJ.



NEW! Global E&P Video Series

Global Dynamics & Opportunities
in the Emerging E&P Cycle

CGEF recently launched the Global E&P Video Series - a set of 6 videos that 
feature presentations and panel discussions by industry leaders on the challenges 
and opportunities for Canadian E&P companies.  Produced from CGEF’s Annual 
Conference in 2018, the series is released every month and Episodes 1 – 4 are 
available to watch now at www.cgef.org under our Media Library.

PRESENTS

CGEF has been created for the benefit of Canadian companies operating, or considering operating in the international oil 
and gas business. Your Company’s membership and support is both needed and appreciated, because it is instrumental 
in maintaining a cohesive network of oil and gas companies. It supports CGEF in its efforts to promote the strengths of 
the Canadian international oil and gas industry and the interests of its members.

CGEF is the only registered Canadian organization that serves and promotes Canadian-based International oil and gas 
companies. CGEF members meet every 2nd month for lunch talks/networking and once annually for an international 
conference in Calgary.  Full membership is restricted to E&P companies.

Become a CGEF Member

www.cgef.org



www.cgef.org


